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SGHS recognises the importance of connecting with schools nationally and globally.  As part of a British Council teacher 
exchange visit, SGHS teachers along with staff from some of our Craven primaries had a fantastic experience during October half 
term.  They travelled to Moscow and visited several Russian schools. They had the chance to talk with other teachers, observe 
classes and teaching methods and, of course, apply some of their own Russian which they practised before leaving.  Please read 
the full story to see how they fared.   Nearer to home was a Year 9 trip to the National Media Museum on which they took on the 
role of television advert designers. The girls spent the day filming, acting, editing and polishing their adverts, which are now on 
the VLE for all to see.  Back at SGHS the Senior Mathematical Challenge took place this half term - a fantastic result with 
students achieving Gold, Silver and Bronze awards.   

Finally, as we race towards the Christmas break, I want to highlight what is one of my – and, I know many staff members’ -
favourite events of the year, that of our Prizegiving Evening.   Coming together to celebrate the outstanding achievements of last 
year’s Year 13 always fills me and staff with enormous pride that we have contributed to the development of some exceptional 
young individuals.  For a fuller account of the evening and a list of individual prizewinners please see the article later in the 
newsletter.  

May we wish all a happy, restful and above all peaceful Christmas and a happy New Year. 

Roderick Dyson.   Assistant Headteacher 

 
Post 16 Day 
“Four new design solutions never before seen” was one of 
the responses of the Area Manager for 14 to 19 education in 
Craven schools.  Also an employee of North Yorkshire 
Business & Enterprise Partnership (NYBEP), Chris Mason 
helped Mr Dyson judge the outcomes of the enterprise 
challenge set to Year 11.  The challenge was based on the 
2012 Olympic Games to be hosted in London and other major 
locations around the UK.  Students had to design a suitable 
training ground for athletes of different sports.  Each Year 11 
team were allocated a sport to work with and then set about 
the research and design stage.  Essential parameters to 
include in their designs for their training camp and facilities 
were sustainable power generation to run the camps, top 
class training facilities for example those with swimming had 
to include a 1st rate swimming pool, those with the sport of 
running had to include a practice running track and so on. 
Other parameters were viewing areas, catering facilities and 
recreational areas.  One of the most important criteria, and 
one which faced the designers of venues for the real Olympic 
Games, was legacy.  The design should be able to be used 
effectively by the community once the games are over.    

 

 
 
This type of sustainability runs through all designs now 
being planned for these games and other large scale public 
and sports events.    
The girls beavered away for the best part of three hours 
totally focussed on meeting the challenge set.  Their 
designs were an amazing array of shapes, sizes and 
notions.  The students’ designs were judged and the 
winners were, Melissa Davison BBE, Hannah Doherty 
CHA, Alicia Ellwood JAS, Phoebe Fisher CTO, Aisha 
Foster BBA, Millie Fullalove CBE, Claire Gallow JBR. 

Their design was fantastic, easily and cleverly meeting all 
the parameters set down at the beginning of the task.  The 
girls, led by Millie Fullalove, then gave a presentation to the 
rest of the year group and teachers explaining all about 
their stunning design and how it could be used by the 
community after the games had left.             

Well done Millie and her team! 

 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 

 

Year 9 take over the National Media Museum 
 
Lucky Year 9 spent a day at the National Media Museum this half term to take on the role TV advertising designers. The 
girls spent the day filming, acting, editing and polishing their work, which is now on the VLE for all to see (English – Year 9 
– National Media Museum adverts). The girls were able to use the latest technology to get a real experience of a job in the 
media. They also had the opportunity to spend a few hours enjoying what the National Media Museum has to offer, from 
TV Heaven to the Animation Gallery.  A great day out had by all! 
 

               
 

 

A Challenging Day for Year 11 Students 
 

On Tuesday 17th November about twenty Year 11 
students attended a trip to Strensall Army Barracks in 
York for a day full of team building activities.  We started 
the day off with a challenging assault course which 
involved working together to climb a 10 feet wall and also 
climbing over a 35 feet A-Frame. We had a break for 
lunch and were given an interesting talk about different 
careers offered in the army. 

 

  
In the afternoon we then had the chance to sample a 
ration pack which soldiers eat each day on operations. 
The meal pack included a variety of things which added 
up to a total of 5,000 calories! Everyone also dressed up 
in camouflage outfits which included big coats, hats and 
also painting their faces.  We then split into 2 teams and 
one team had to hide in a meadow, and the opposing 
team had to try and spot the other team. We found this 
surprisingly difficult! 

The day was enjoyed by all. It has been a great 
experience. We all learnt a valuable lesson, that although 
things may seem challenging, team work and dedication 
can help us to overcome a number of obstacles and we 
all intend to try our hardest this year to overcome the 
challenge we face with our GCSE exams! 

Lottie Smallwood 
Year 11 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 



Sixth form v Bingley Grammar 
The girls were keen for another game having put a lot of 
time into attending regular training sessions, despite the 
poor weather. Strength and conditioning had been the 
name of the game; benefits were beginning to become 
noticeable.  

On the 24th November a keen team travelled to Bingley 
Grammar. The girls were keen to get started, having 
watched the year 7s narrowly lose in a very close game. 
The girls were ready to go and made life very difficult for 
the very quick, experienced Bingley side. Strong 
determined defending from the whole team put a lot of 
pressure on the Bingley squad. Impressive interceptions 
were happening all over the court particularly in their 
shooting third from Becca McLean. Positive team work and 
good fitness saw a close half time score of 5-3 to Bingley.  

Some switches on court saw a very fast and furious second 
half. Bingley were taking no prisoners. The Skipton girls 
held on as best they could. They did, however, start to lose 
confidence as the Bingley girls pulled ahead and used 
some very impressive set plays to fool our defence. 
Despite this, the Skipton girls put up a brave fight and kept 
trying until the very end of the game. Unfortunately, this 
result was not meant to be. The game ended 12-3 to 
Bingley - a hard defeat and a sorry score. This definitely 
did not reflect such an impressive match, team spirit and 
determination. Keep up the hard work girls!!!  

Year 7 v Bingley 
Year 7 jumped aboard the Hargreaves coach and we set 
off towards Bingley Grammar school. We arrived with six 
budding netballers: Sally O’Hara, Agatha Cooper, Darcey 
Weatherill, Alisha Meldrum, Seema Qureshi and Lydia 
Otulakowski. We were just short of a full team as lots of the 
girls were injured. Despite this, the team were ready and 
willing!  

We entered the huge sports hall and started to warm up 
joined by one of the other team’s players. They were kind 
enough to lend us one of their subs. Once we were nice 
and warm the match began… 

We started off with an amazing goal from Darcey followed 
by a goal from Bingley. The match was very close with 
some fantastic defending from both sides.  

The whole team put up a strong fight. Alisha made some 
lovely interceptions, Seema some lovely shots. The game 
was close at half time. Following some refreshments we 
were off again, score 2-1.   

Second half Darcy really upped her game making some 
fantastic shots; unfortunately it was not enough as Bingley 
pulled ahead of the tired Skipton side. Brave battle but it 
was not meant to be, Bingley won 7-4.  

Well played ladies.  

 

 

Skipton Girls Challenging Stereotypes 
The image most people have of rugby is that it is a 
brutish, male orientated sport. Not surprisingly, many 
women new to rugby constantly come up against 
stereotypes such as: If you’re a rugby girl you must also 
be crazy, fat, butch and various other falsities. However 
the girls at Skipton were out to challenge these views. It 
was a cold (minus 1 to be exact), rainy afternoon when a 
group of 30 girls (10 Year 7s, 10 Year 8s and 10 Year 9s) 
ventured off to Wharfedale Rugby Club. The purpose was 
so they could take part in a rugby roadshow. The 
roadshow was organised by the local rugby development 
team. The aim of the roadshow was to highlight the key 
skills involved in rugby, but also to give the girls 
information about the opportunities that are available to 
them to get involved in the game.  From the roadshow it is 
hoped that a Cluster team could be formed to train and 
play at regular events.  

 
The girls really enjoyed the experience and they learned a 
variety of skills throughout the afternoon, worked with a 
number of top coaches and played a series of full contact 
matches. They also really appreciated the opportunity to 
work alongside other schools in the area- Settle Middle 
and Upper Wharfedale. The event was a great success 
and all the girls from Skipton who attended were invited to 
join the cluster team and start training.  

Mud, sweat, cold and wet - the Skipton girls shone 
through and proved that rugby is in no way a man’s sport.  

 

Skipton Girls Go Basketball mad 
The girls at Skipton are not known for letting opportunities 
pass them by, so it was no surprise to find a list of keen 
women eager to attend a number of basketball coaching 
sessions with an extremely big, Caribbean basketball star. 
The girls have been working very hard on their shooting, 
passing and general game play, picking up pointers where 
possible from their very impressive 6ft.4 coach. The girls 
involved have really enjoyed sessions, learned a lot about 
the game of basketball and really enjoyed mixing with the 
girls from Aireville School. We are so impressed with the 
girls’ enthusiasm and development over the course of the 
last few weeks that we are hoping to organise some 
fixtures against local schools and arrange another 
basketball training course.   
 

 

 



Skipton Girls become Sports Leaders 
On the 27th November and the 1st December two groups of Year 
12 sports leaders went to two local primary schools, Ings and 
Christ Church. On the 3rd and 4th December two groups of Year 
10s went to similar schools. All the groups have worked very 
hard during the term to plan a fun, exciting and motivating 
sports session for the local schools. The girls involved had to 
take sole responsibility for the session including everything from 
the health and safety factors to the equipment.  

All the groups delivered outstanding sessions. All pupils 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves and were keen to arrange a 
time when both the Year 12s and Year 10s could come back. 
The teacher from Christ Church was quoted as saying ‘this is 
more activity then I can usually get from them in their normal PE 
lesson’. The four groups learned a lot from the experience and 
are hoping to build on what they did in further sessions 
throughout the year.  

Well done to:  

Year 12s 

Ings Primary Project Christ Church Primary Project 
Rachel Bradley Mahvish Aftab 
Emma Davidson Samantha Boreham 
Caroline Goldsborough Roisin Elliot 
Rebecca Green Rebecca Gillet 
Charlotte Haunch-Smith Rebecca Holt 
Georgina Hunter Fiona Jordan 
Rebecca McLean Alice Keefe 
Sophie Millington Emily Kerr 
Emily Peacock Adele Leeming 
Hannah Pickles Eleanor McAvoy 
Olivia Richardson Maisie McDowell 
Olivia Wood Joanne Robinson  
Harriet Whinkup Emma Rutherford 
 Coralie Severs 
 Samantha Wellock 
 Tasbia Zakar 
 
Year 10s  
Georgina Allen Sophia Weller 
Kate Beresford Amy Langtree 
Anna Blackwell Charlotte Holliday 
Isobel Clare Rachel Casper 
Helen Coombes Emily Eastham 
Lucy James Katie Falkner 
Sophie Pope Victoria Firth 
Sabah Ramzan Nicole Green 
Sophie Regan  Megan McCabe 
Lucy Short Beth Pugh 
Alisha Waite Sarah Sayedi 
Charlotte Thorpe  
 

Rotary Club Cooking Competition 
Two Year 9 students – Amy Gray Barker and Charlotte 
Cowan - were selected from members of a cookery club 
held in school to take part in a cookery competition run by 
the Rotary Club.  The contest was open to students age 17 
and under with the theme being healthy eating. The 
students had to plan and prepare a three course dinner for 
two people costing up to £14.00. Before the competition 
could get started, the students had to provide time plans, 
costings and menus and were then allowed two hours in 
the kitchens of Craven College. 

We were delighted that Amy came first with Charlotte 
coming a close second. The next round is to be held at 
Betty’s Cookery School, Harrogate in January 2010. 

 

      
Photos of the winning dishes    

Year 9 Photo cakes 
The Year 9 GCSE Food Technology students have been busy 
this half term investigating cakes and cake making. 

They have designed and made photo cakes using the same 
technology seen in the major supermarkets to make these 
popular celebration cakes. The discs are printed with edible inks 
using a specially adapted printer and sugar paper. 

Record Breaking Funds raised for 
Children in Need  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Children in Need Day saw school 
busy with activities which raised 
£1,100 for the Charity.  Amongst 
these, the English staff came good 
on their promise to dress as 
students for a day (if enough 
money was raised) and a 
lunchtime netball match between 
staff and students drew a good 
crowd as can be seen from the 
photographs below.  

 

 



Annual A Level Prizegiving 
The evening is an opportunity for students to join 
their parents, invited guests and staff to celebrate 
their achievements of last year’s Year 13 students.  

 

As part of our developing collaboration with Queen’s 
University Belfast we were delighted to welcome as 
our guest speakers Professor Tom Millar, Dean of 
the Faculty of Engineering and Physical Sciences 
and Professor Eileen Harkin-Jones, Professor of 
Polymer Engineering.  Professor Millar explained the 
proud tradition of Queen’s University Belfast and the 
contributions their engineering faculties have made 
to technological research and development. 
Professor Harkin-Jones, from the School of 
Mechanical & Aerospace Engineering, awarded the 
prizes and gave an inspirational speech giving the 
audience a glimpse of the future and the role of 
engineering in helping to solve some of the world’s 
greatest challenges.   

Technology developments highlighted were 
chemical/battery powered cars, tackling the 
problems associated with osteoporosis, progress 
being made with the use of bio-fuels and wind 
energy to provide sustainable power which does not 
damage our precious planet’s ecosystems and 
environment.  All are areas where research and 
development is essential if we are to tackle climate 
change, debilitating medical illnesses and provide a 
better standard of life for the worlds’ population.  

These organisations need support and a constant 
supply of high calibre new people from our schools.  
That is why we are delighted that we will be working 
with the University in the future.  At SGHS we strive 
to provide our students with a first-class education 
and one which will ensure we have the right people 
in place to make the advancements in science and 
engineering needed to secure the future wellbeing of 
humankind. 

  
Mr Goodfellow, Chair of Governors, Professor 
Harkin-Jones, Mrs Renou, Professor Millar  

2009 Prize List   

  
Head Girl Anita Barton 
Prize donated by the Governors’ Foundation  

Deputy Head Girls Zoyah Hussain 
Prize donated by the Governors’ Foundation Helen Mercer 

Jessie Broadbent Prize Emily Marchant 
(Highest Academic Achievement)  
Prize donated by the Skipton Mechanics’ Institute  

Longden Smith Prize Helena Brewer 
(Best All Round Student)  
Prize donated by the Mechanics’ Institute  

Service to the School  Anita Barton 
Prize donated by Old Girls’ Guild  

Jackson Bell Award Hannah Binns 
(Service to the School)  
Prize donated by the Governors’ Foundation  

The Grace Stapleton Award for Medical Science  Ruoxing Du 
Prize donated by the Old Girls’ Guild  

Sarah Woolmer Memorial Prize for History Katie Peac ock 
Prize sponsored by School  

John Goodfellow Award for ICT  Katie Stoney 
Prize donated by Mr Goodfellow  

Jean Walker Award for Art Robyn Holden 
Prize donated by the Sylvesta Petyt’s Charity  

Helen Hogg Prize for Engineering  Victoria 
Richardson 

Prize donated by Ms Rogers and  
Ms Carrington 

 

Miss Wood Art Prize (Year 11)  Lija Jursins 
Prize donated by Miss Kent  

Monica Sanderson Prize for English  Tegan McLeod 
Prize donated by the Governors’ Foundation  

Enid Wise Prize for Mathematics  Katy Lee 
Prize donated by the Old Girls’ Guild  

The Olive Harries Trophy for Languages 
 

Lorna Dawson 
Prize donated by the Old Girls’ Guild  

Individual Attainment Awards  Hannah Binns 
Prizes donated by Skipton Mechanics’ Institute Natasha Cahill 
 Imogen Pickles 
 Annis Stead 

Subject Prizes 
(Prizes donated by the Skipton Mechanics’ Institute) 
Art and Design  Sally Binns 
Biology Zoyah Hussain 
Business Studies  Jade Collett 
Chemistry  Laura Wade 
Design Technology  Katie Peacock 
English Language  Emily Marchant 
French  Emma Wilberforce 
General Studies Zoyah Hussain 
Geography Tiwonge Gondwe 
German  Sarah Osborne 
History Rebecca Meegan 
Music Sarah Osborne 
Physics  Eppie Thomson 
Psychology Katie Jefferies 
Year 11 Food Technology  Naomi Whitwham 
Government and Politics  Faye Taylor 
Archaeology  Rebecca Dean 
PE Olivia Davidson 
  
Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award Sarah Osborne 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An International dimension – SGHS 
Teachers visit Moscow! 

������  – �����	  
Miss Wallace, Ms Walter, Mr Waights and local primary 
school teachers had the fantastic opportunity during 
October half term to go to Moscow and visit several 
Russian schools. They had the chance to talk with other 
teachers, observe classes and teaching methods and of 
course practise some of their Russian which Mrs Berry 
taught them before they went. 

 

 
 

For Miss Wallace - she enjoyed the language side of the 
trip, speaking and reading Russian as well as observing 
how Russian students learn English, French and German. 
Russian is a Slavonic language and therefore very different 
to French or German. One interesting way the Russian 
students learn English is by learning the words to the 
Beatles songs and singing them in class! 

For Ms Walter – “trying to speak Russian was really 
exciting – it felt very like code-breaking – trying to decipher 
words in the Cyrillic alphabet.  The elite Mathematics 
school was absolutely fascinating. Mr Waights and I were 
seriously challenged by the 13 year old geniuses we came 
across there.   The principal of the school recommended 
tea and vodka as a model for INSET!    I was also 
interested to see how the National school leaving exam 
was administered – a very different system to ours.   
Practical Science is much less common in Russia and the 
laboratories did feel very different to ours.” 

For Mr Waights – “Enjoyed seeing so many different styles 
of maths lessons at all levels. Some lessons were taught 
through story telling and others using song. There was a 
large focus on number skills to younger students before 
also covering much geometry and algebra; we saw very 
little data handling. It was interesting to compare Russian 
students’ attainment with that of our own and how they 
appeared to utilise fewer resources – there was little 
reliance on calculators! To Russians mathematics appears 
to be more highly regarded than in the UK with students 
having to study the subject until they leave school for 
university.” 

So an interesting trip was had by all and we look forward to 
making some links with the Russian schools. If you get the 
chance to go to Russia, we certainly recommend that you 
visit this remarkable country. 

 

Award Winning Writers  
Laura Hill from Year 8 won the Craven 'One World' writing 
competition for the eleven to sixteen categories. The 
competition asked writers to write about what the world or 
they hungered for. Laura's poem focused on the unfairness of 
the world and juxtaposes two voices: the voice of an African 
child and the voice of an English child. 
 

Dear Mummy, 

To Mother, 

I still think about you every day, even though it’s been a year 
since you died of malaria. But I don’t cry any more. You 
taught me that, didn’t you? To be brave, to be strong? I still 
am, but it’s getting harder. Life is even worse than when you 
were alive. 

It’s unbelievable that you have reduced me to this: writing a 
letter just to communicate, because if I say anything you’ll 
just start shouting at me. Don’t try to deny it, I know you 
would! All I wanted was that one handbag, and it only cost 
£150! But no. 

The hole in my tummy is getting worse, too. We are lucky to 
get a scrap of food these days. Sadaka is getting worried, I 
can tell: she thinks my bones are getting weaker. Sometimes 
I find it hard to stand up without my knees giving in. She tries 
to tell us that everything will be okay, but it’s obvious that she 
doesn’t think that at all. 

“It’s not exactly practical,” you said. “It won’t last very long, 
because it’s cheap,” you said. “I’ve already let you get those 
£90 shoes!” you said. I don’t care what you say! All I wanted 
was that bag and we can afford it, I know that. I’m not stupid! 
I wish you could be here to help us. I remember when Hazina 
used to squeal and cry and you’d just sing her back to sleep, 
but there’s no one to do that now. She just wails for hours on 
end. Iggi is never around: Sadaka - who is always working 
herself - says he is trying to get money, food, water... 
Anything to keep us alive. Well, she doesn’t say exactly that, 
but I am not stupid. 

You say I embarrassed you: huh! I’ll have you know that I 
was not “throwing a temper tantrum”, I was just sticking up for 
what I believed to be right. It’s ridiculous not to let your own 
daughter have something she wants so badly! I’ve had 
enough. I can’t stand life in this house at the moment: there’s 
always someone getting in my way, or poking their nose 
around where it’s not welcome. 

I have to go now, Sadaka is calling and Hazina has just 
woken up again. I’ll keep thinking of you, every day. Every 
time hunger or food comes into my mind, I will stop myself 
and try to imagine you watching us, waiting for us from 
wherever you are. 

Everyone is so rude to me, and I won’t take it any more. The 
world is supposed to be a fair place, and right now I can’t 
think of a single person in this family who is fair to me. Yes, 
that’s what my life is: unfair. 

With much love, 

I hope you choke on your caviar, 

 

Abla, your wild rose. 

Beatrice, your “daughter”. 

 

Emily Wright and Rosie Sealey from Year 8 were runners up 
and so was Harriet Wilton from Year 7. 



 
 

In October, SGHS played host to the Royal Airforce 
Presentation team.  Wing Commander Jason Appleton 
led the information evening which also featured a 
performance by the Salon Orchestra/Central Band of the 
Royal Air Force. 

Forty Year 9 GCSE Food Technology students prepared 
500 canapes for the event.  The food was of a very high 
standard and tasted delicious! The students were rightly 
proud of their achievement.  

 

 

 
 

Overall, our trip to the London Art Galleries was a very 
valuable opportunity for all of us to see great works of art first 
hand, gain inspiration for our own projects and develop our 
contextual studies work, and I would like to say a big thank 
you to the Art teachers, especially Miss Gray for organising 
this outing! 

Sinead Devlin, Y13 

SGHS Students join Eid Celebrations at 
Feversham College 
Miss Greenwood and several members of the Student 
Executive were invited to the Eid celebrations at 
Feversham College in Bradford.  
 

 
 

 

Year 12 & 13 Art and Design Students 
visit London 
 

The last time I went to London I was very young, so I 
cannot really remember any of the galleries we went to 
see! This meant I was very eager to go back again, and as 
it is difficult to go to exhibitions in our free time- I jumped at 
the opportunity. 

We were all very tired in the morning, due to a very early 
start (6:00!!), but soon we were excited for the day ahead!  

We arrived at the Tate Britain at 11:30 – and dashed inside 
to see as much as possible in the time we had!! I took ages 
going through the Turner and the Masters exhibition- it was 
very interesting seeing large scale paintings up close and 
comparing the works of different painters of the time. I had 
never realised how competitive artists were in the past- and 
it really showed the nature of art at this time. The works 
entered for the Turner Prize 2009 were also intriguing- with 
many contemporary and modern pieces. Roger Hiorns' 
work stood out- with chemical experiments, sculpture and 
installations challenging how we see art. 

To get to the Tate Modern, we travelled across the Thames 
by boat- it was a bit rocky, but much better than walking! 
The first thing that interested me here, was a large 
installation of an iron box- made to look like the 
infrastructure of the gallery building itself (which used to be 
an old power station). This was completely black inside and 
you could walk into it - going carefully so as to not crash 
into anyone or the sides! The Pop Life exhibition at the 
Tate Modern focussed on the idea of artists using many 
forms of popular culture in their works to create their own 
'brand'. This was jam packed with works by artists from the 
1980's such as Andy Warhol, Damien Hirst and Jeff Koons. 
This was really exciting and there was lots to look at! My 
favourite work was by Japanese artist Takashi Murakami 
featuring a video of Kirsten Dunst dressed up as a manga 
princess- singing 'Turning Japanese' down the streets of 
Tokyo! 

  

New Caterers to Start in January 
The school has appointed a new catering provider from 1st 
January.   

Mellors have provided a leaflet to inform parents about their 
service and this is attached to this newsletter.  

We look forward to working with them to provide the school 
with a quality, healthy catering service. 

They were made 
very welcome and 
had an interesting 
and enjoyable day 



 
 
 

 

Trip brings slavery into focus for Year 8 
History students swapped their usual weekend activities to 
visit Liverpool’s Slavery Museum earlier this term. 

The visit was part of the girls’ History work on slavery, a 
subject that is also part of the school’s citizenship 
programme. 

Covering all aspects of the transatlantic slave trade, the 
museum also helped to give the students an insight into 
Liverpool’s strong links with slavery and the money it 
provided the city. 

“Year 8 have really enjoyed looking at the different aspects 
of slavery this year,” says Learning Director for Humanities 
Jonathan Kennedy. “It was really nice to see so many girls 
keen to get involved with the trip in their own time.” 

 

It started to rain so the group started to head for the buses at 
Crossflatts but the plans were altered when a boatman 
appeared, ready to take his narrow boat down the locks. He 
explained that to travel down the five and three rise locks 
would take two hours. This was the icing on the cake of an 
already successful afternoon as his was the only boat along 
the canal that week. The footbridge was pulled back and the 
students helped to open the massive lock gates whilst 
watching the boat get lower and lower in the lock until it 
reached the level of the second step. Although there was only 
time to see a boat going down one step, a first hand 
demonstration of how locks work was far easier to 
understand than a mere explanation. 

 
After all the excitement, the students from both schools had 
to leave to catch their buses back at school. Tired, but feeling 
very pleased with themselves, Feversham students returned 
just in time. The friendly links between students and staff are 
now well established and both schools are looking forward to 
another joint event next term. 

 

Charity Benefits from Sponsored Walk 
With the aim of raising money for the charity ‘Stop the 
Traffick’, Mrs. Hill and Miss Greenwood took fifteen members 
of the Student Executive to join eleven members of 
Feversham College’s School Council.  They were to complete 
a five mile sponsored walk along the Leeds-Liverpool Canal 
from Shipley to Crossflatts.   The following are excerpts from 
a report of the afternoon written at Feversham College. 

“There was a great variety of experiences for the students 
and teachers as they walked. They passed between the 
imposing mill buildings which are part of the model village of 
Saltaire - now a World Heritage Site. The famous United 
Reform Church, built by Sir Titus Salt for his workers, looked 
magnificent among the colours of autumn trees and leaves.  

 
The canal was built to transport heavy goods to nearby towns 
and ports in the west because the river was too difficult to 
travel along.  Locks had to be built as a way of taking the 
narrow boats up and over the Pennine Hills. There is only one 
lock at Hirst Wood but at Dowley Gap there are two locks 
together to cope with the ‘rise’. The boats originally were 
pulled by horses.  

Further west near Crossflatts the famous World Heritage Site 
of Bingley Five Rise Locks is like a staircase for boats with 
five steps.  There was time to explore all the mechanisms of 
the locks and to think how they work. The walk had taken just 
1½ hours. 
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