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Imagine the experience, the thrill, the adrenaline pumping round your body, having to make split second decisions lying on your
stomach with your hands behind your back travelling down an ice run, face first on a small sled at 70mph, having to cope with
face twisting G-forces making breathing almost impossible. Yes believe it or not this is what some people do for fun, or should |
say sport. At the recent Specialist Schools and Academies Trust Engineering Conference, | had the pleasure of meeting
members of the Formula Ice 2010 Skeleton Challenge Team. The Skeleton Experience involves racing Skeleton sleds at 70 mph
down one mile of ice on famous Olympic Bobsleigh tracks around the world. The Skeleton Challenge Road Show has been
developed by Bromley Technologies Ltd as part of its Formula Ice 2010 program. They have designed and built a simulator to
help athletes prepare for the real thing. This unique platform combines the skill of sporting athletes and Skeleton software.
Programmed by its ‘engineers’, the sled performs differently every ride. The Skeleton Challenge team is coming to SGHS to
present their Formula Ice 2010 Skeleton Challenge educational roadshow. The four key objectives of the Skeleton Challenge day
are to: Introduce the sport of Skeleton Bobsleigh. Understand the engineering principles to develop world fastest equipment.
Highlight the importance of Science & Engineering in the Formula Ice & Olympic program. Underline the exciting opportunities
open to everyone considering a career in science & engineering. In the meantime the team is heading out to Canada to support
our athletes competing in the Winter Olympics starting this February.

Watch this space for the date of their arrival at SGHS, if you think you have got what it takes and have the desire to ride the sled
simulator rest assured, you will experience the thrill and challenge of one of the most exciting sports ever to exist.

There are lots of interesting and varied articles inside this edition of our newsletter from sports to bio engineering, from art to ICT
and many more. May | thank all who have contributed. Read and enjoy.

Mr Dyson, Assistant Headteacher

GCSE Astronomy takes off at
SGHS!

With a shiny new VLE course, and lessons
alternating between the computer lab and the
Physics classroom, a class of Year 10s have
boldly gone where no (SGHS) Year 10 had
gone before.... Yes, GCSE Astronomy is now
offered as an option!

With students able to have direct input into
course design and to make suggestions
about activities, there is plenty of enthusiasm.

Different projects so far have included making
a sundial; a planisphere to locate different
stars and constellations; the display along the
‘Top Corridor and using the Schools
Telescope in Tenerife (alas, we could use it
remotely and didnt need to travel to
Tenerife). Have a look at the picture that Fern
Gleeson took of the Moon and that Sophie
Regan took of the Great Hercules globular
cluster called ‘M13'.

With Year 9 Options Evening about to happen
as we go to press, it seems clear that this is
sure to be a popular option!

M13 Cluster by Sophie Regan

The Moon by Fern Gleeson




New Format Winter Concert a Great Success

The Winter Concert took a slightly different format this year
giving a large number of girls across the school an opportunity
to show some of the work undertaken in extra curricular clubs
and in lessons. The show was a huge success, the audience
very much enjoying all of the music, dance and gymnastics
pieces. Guests could enjoy seasonal refreshments in Café
Quad whilst admiring the work of our Art and Design
department and listening to a choir of language students singing
in French, German and Spanish.

Leading up to the Concert, the Music department had had a
busy start to the school year with lots of ensemble rehearsals.
Mrs Wild and Miss Cowper coordinated a wide range of musical
performances. This year the evening not only included the
regular participants of the Chamber Choir, General Choir, and
Brass group, but also featured a lively performance by the Year
8 Samba Band, the Flute Choir and a showcase of songs
composed and recorded by pupils.

The girls involved in the dance and gymnastics had also given
up a lot of their free time to practise for the performance. The
evening was compered by Lisa Whittaker (Year 8) who, with her
dry Yorkshire humour, had the audience in stitches of laughter.
Behind the scenes Aneka Raistrick (Year 8) worked extremely
hard to put the music and lighting together, but probably her
hardest job was to keep Miss Hunt and the performers calm
throughout the show.

The concert was a great introduction to the festive period and
gave GCSE and A Level students an excellent performance
platform in preparation for their forthcoming exams. We hope
that we will have a lot more students attending clubs and
aspiring to make next year’s performance just as fantastic.

Café Quad hosted a marvellous array of art work from Years 7
through to 13. All Year 7 students had designed landscape
themed cards which were professionally printed and sold to
raise money for art equipment for schools in Africa.

Year 8 exhibited their colourful, stylised 3D pieces based on the
work of Romero Britto and the theme of everyday objects.

Year 9 had been studying the work of British lllustrator,
Charlotte Mann, and had produced highly refined pen studies of
areas around school.

Also featured on display were a selection of 2D and 3D pieces
by the GCSE and A Level students, including portfolios which
are currently being used in interviews for Art and Design
Degree courses.

Well done to all the students who exhibited their work, it
received a lot of praise from all attending the concert and we
are very proud of the creativity and quality you have
achieved! There are obviously a lot of talented artists and
designers and we look forwards to seeing you exhibit at the
Annual A Level show over the coming years!

STOP PRESS: A-Level Physics numbers
(at SGHS) soar!

In September last year, The
Guardian reported that traditional
courses such as maths, the
sciences, history and qeography
were falling out of favour-.
Moreover, 14% of schools (247) did not have ANY students
taking A Level Physics and 11% (187) did not have any A
Level Chemists. A study undertaken by a statistical
research group in Cambridge in 2006 told us that fewer
than 10% of students chose to study A Level Physics, with
many of those being from independent schools.

Now, this is where it get’s exciting..... Here at Skipton Girls’
High School numbers electing to take Physics beyond
GCSE have seen more than a steady increase. From
September 2007 to September 2009 the number of
students taking AS Physics has more than doubled! 47 of
our new Year 12s have selected Physics as one of their
subjects. If you add to that the number of students in Year
13 Physics, it works out that over a third of our sixth form
are taking Physics! Now that's Maths we like!

A student teaching Arabic!

Jenny Mc¢Gee in Year 12took Miss Wallace|tp on her offer
to help any sixth former learn any language they wanted.

Jenny has“always wanted to.dearn Arabic and So Miss
Wallace paired her up with” Sara Twaij in Year 13 who
recently sat her GCSE Arabic exam. Sara has kindly
offered her time to teach Jenny Arabic one lunch time a
week.

Jenny wants to learn Arabicvbecause she goes to the
Middle East regularly on family holidays and has always
been interested.inlearning the language and culture. So far
she has learned greetings, food;-drinks, directions, places
in a town and numbers. Jenny is surprised at the number
of countries where Arabic is spoken and she is thoroughly
enjoying the experience.



Year 13 Engineering Education Scheme
Students Present at JN Bentley Company
Seminar

Working alongside Susannah Addy, a former SGHS student
now at Northumbria University and on industrial placement at
the school, three of our Year 13 Engineering Education
Scheme (EES) students - Emma Dixon, Daisy Gomersall and
Rebecca Whitehead - showcased our partnership work with
JN Bentleys at their company seminar which took place in
Harrogate during January this year.

The company’s engineers work closely with our students
solving real life engineering challenges and supporting the
girls in gaining their Gold Crest Award. Based in Skipton, J
N Bentleys also sponsors an innovation competition at
SGHS which involves teams of Year 10 engineering students
researching innovative constructional engineering projects
and then presenting to a large audience assembled in the
Judy Dench Studio.

A further development in
our partnership work is
JN Bentley’s commitment
to our Water Engineering
Project in June each year
raising student
awareness and money
for the Water Aid charity.

Water Aid works along side other charities to bring clean
water to disadvantaged areas in Africa. Whilst at the
seminar, our Year 13 students presented a cheque for £231
to Water Aid. The money, raised by our current Year 9 girls
during their Water Engineering Project, was gratefully
received and will go towards work of the charity in Africa.

Engineering
Education
Scheme

England & Scotland

EDT

Building on Success —

Engineering Education
Scheme 2009-2010

Following on from previous years’ successes, the current
team has a really exciting project working with our well-known
partner company J.N Bentley with the support of their
engineer, Neil Armstrong. The five Year 12 students are
working to design the layout for a construction site that is
needed when Bentley’s do some work for Yorkshire Water in
renovating the reservoir at Embsay. Their design will be used
when the site is constructed in May! They are including in
their recommendations different ways that Bentley's can
reduce its carbon footprint through the use of alternative
technologies. The group proposes that the company buy
portable solar panels and a portable wind-turbine that can be
transported between different sites. At the time of going to
press, the group had just received an invitation to present at
the regional media event ‘Venturefest 2010’ where they will
represent the Engineering Education Scheme for both North
East and North West! There are prizes to be won — we wish
the girls the very best, and will report back in the next
newsletter.

Leeds University Institute of Medi cal &

Biological Engineering Workshops

The workshops were presented to Year 8 by five
researchers from Leeds University IMBE who came to the
school.

They included

An introduction to bone structure, why bones break
and how they heal, by IMBE

The students designing/engineering a device to
stabilise & support a broken bone

The students justifying the design in terms of
function & cost

Various tests carried out on the designs, by IMBE
The students preparing and performing an
advertisement to promote the design

Knowledge and skill areas included Science, Engineering,
Economics, design, analysis, teamwork, communication,
and public speaking.

It was
interesting & fun
| would love to
do it again

Very good ideas
and nice people

How could we
make the day
better? You
couldn’t; it was
awesome

All students completed a questionnaire on the workshop

- 35% described it as excellent; 37% as very
good; 20% as good. (Total 94%)
88% said it was interesting & fun
89% said it improved their understanding of
what bioengineering is
30% said they were now more interested in
bioengineering.

Venturefes

YORKSHIRE 2010




National Inter Schools Badminton Championships

The Skipton Girls’ High School
badminton teams achieved great
success on 19" November at Upper
Wharfedale School, losing only three
matches all evening. The format of the
competition was exciting as the team
of four players had to play two singles
and three doubles matches.

The Key Stage 3 team comfortably
beat South Craven 5-0, Upper
Wharfedale ‘A’ 4-1, and Upper
Wharfedale ‘B’ 5-0.

The Key Stage 4 team had a tough
match against South Craven. After the
singles had been played the score was
1-1. After the first two doubles
matches the score was still tied 2- 2,
so it was down to the last doubles
match. The girls watching at the side
desperately shouted —'You must win’
and sure enough Emma and Jess
pulled off a 15-13 win to secure a 3-2
win to SGHS.

Both teams will now go through to the
next round in York.

Key Stage 3: Georgie Smith, Lucy Eaton,
Catherine Hosker, Rachel Newhouse

Key Stage 4: Jessica Wiseman, Emma
Garner, Ally Gannon, Millie Pughe

Yr 9 County Badminton

Georgie Smith, Catherine Hosker, Rachel Newhouse and Lucy Eaton recently
qualified to represent Craven in the County Badminton tournament.

The tournament, held on the 3 February in the Rl Badminton Institute in York,
was going to be tough but, practising whenever possible, the girls were
confident and keen to make their mark.

Drawn in Pool B, they had to beat Wensleydale and Huntington to come top.
The singles games did not go the way we wanted but, with some fantastic team
work in the doubles games, the girls came through second in the pool, losing
closely to Wensleydale. Georgie Smith was playing well on the defence, while
Catherine was pulling out the attacking shots. In the singles Rachel was
smashing welll and Lucy was giving her partner a good run around.

Coming second in the pool meant the girls drew St Pocklington. From the first
serve the girls were straight on the attack. Some very nice badminton was
played by all and they did not lose a match in the semi final at all, so it was
bring on the final.

Unfortunately, Wensleydale won the semi-final as well so it was a repeat play
for the final. This was tough for the Skipton team as in the back of their minds
they were thinking they had already been beaten by this team. This did not stop
them, however, pulling off some fantastic play.

Lucy Eaton won her singles
match 21-8 giving the Skipton
girls the lead they needed.
However, it was not enough to
keep the strong Wensleydale
side at bay as they slowly
clawed back each point we took
from them. All matches were
very close but we finished a
happy and well deserved
second. Great effort girls and a
great improvement in play as
the tournament continued.

school badminton team,
out for notices on the PE

If you are interested in joining these girls on the
training will be starting in the summer term- look
board and in the bulletin.

Coralie Severs, Year 12,
chosen to represent Craven

There have been a number of students
this week who have faced a gruelling
selection process and a tough interview
panel hoping to be chosen to represent
Craven in a Leadership in Sport scheme.

Only two students from the area were to
be selected to go to Loughborough
University for a weekend’s training in
sports leadership. The weekend would
include training sessions with a number
of top athletes from around the UK,
lectures from some of the top sports
scientists in the country and an all
expenses paid weekend at
Loughborough University.

The selection process included a letter of
application and an interview with a panel
at Aireville Sports College.

Five students from Skipton Girls’ High
School applied: Fiona Jordan, Coralie
Severs, Rebecca Gillet, Rebecca
Sutherland and Joanne Robinson. The
five were up against strong competition
from boys and girls from all of the local
schools including Settle, South Craven
and Ermysted’s. All five were selected
for interview and did exceptionally well.

A huge congratulation goes to Coralie
Severs who was selected to represent
Craven. Coralie is hoping to use this
experience and training to go on and
teach special needs children, and is
hoping to be a primary school teacher.
We wish her all the best of luck and look
forward to hearing about her experiences
in Loughborouah.

Other fixtures.....

Year 7 at
South Craven

Year 8 team talk
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|_>\Year 9 Netball Match v South Craven
==

We went to South Craven School to play a netball match,
we had a great time but unfortunately we lost 14-8. This
didn't matter though because we are going to try even
harder next time and beat Bradford!!!

Both sides did really well and it was a shame we lost! It
was a close competition throughout. Every centre was
contended, every ball chased down but in the end South
Craven's fast pace got the better of us. It's been a tough
season so far, missing lots of training sessions due to
exams.

We are now training at Ermysted’s in our lunch hour and
this is already having a positive effect on our performance.
We are hoping to take on Bradford next week and be able
to report an even more positive result. There was some
great play from all positions on the pitch, particularly the
two shooters. Great work — keep it up!

Catherine Hosker, Georgie Smith, Jane Newell, Natalie
Below, Laura Richardson, Ellie Buck, Claudia Pye, Amy
Barrett.

Year 7 v St Joseph’s

The SGHS team scored their first goal almost straight
away. They carried on scoring goals until they
intercepted the ball and scored two unexpected goals.
The team was looking really strong having learned
their lessons from the Bradford game. The whistle blew
for half time with the score 4-2 to Skipton. Excellent
attacking and defending by all made the St Joseph’s
team’s life very difficult. However, St Joseph’s wouldn’t
give up without a fight. The team'’s fitness is what got
them to the end of a tough match with the final score
ending at 8-2 to Skipton. A good result!

GD: Charlotte Snowden

WD: Ellie Binks

GA: Seema Quereshi

WA: Emily Quirk

GK: Anna O’'Dowd

GS: Darcey Weatheril

C: Lydia Otulakows,

)

Harrogate & Craven Area Cross
Country - 2009

Year 7 Minors: Emma Schilders, Esme Graham,
Elspeth Adamson, Megan Schofield

Year 8 Juniors : lllsa Graham, Holly Matthewman,
Catherin Scriven, Tuesday Platt, Sophie Berry

Year 9 Juniors _: Rosemary Tawn
Year 10 & 11 Intermediate: Christina Aston
U18 Seniors : Becky Lambson, Rebecca McLean

Despite many of our runners being unable to
make this event on 28" November, this was to
prove to be a fantastic day’s running for Skipton
Girls’ High School. By the end of the morning, we
had a team trophy, six runners selected for
Harrogate & Craven, two first places and two third
places.

Year 8s Holly Matthewman, who finished
sixteenth last year, ran a brilliant race and came
first. llsa Graham, struggling with a foot injury,
came a very pleasing third. Tuesday, Catherine

and Sophie worked hard and brought home the

team trophy.

Elspeth and Emma
Year 7- selected

®

Year 8 Harrogate and

L

Year 8 v South Craven

We started the match with the South Craven centre and it
quickly went down to their shooters, but we managed to get it
back up to our centres and lzzy Kennedy - player of the
match- scored a goal! (the first of fifteen!) After lots of running
around, we had half time with a score of 6:2.

When we returned to the game, we scored nine more; South
Craven scored two more!

Team members: Izzy Kennedy, Lily Middleton,
Ellie Pullin, Bekah Everett,

Gabby Smith, Emma Hopley,

Fiona Bruce

Player of the Match: Izzy Kennedy

-
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Year 8 Basketball
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October half term...and whilst the rest of the school were
taking a well earned break, a group of five Year 10
students and Miss Belfield headed north to the Lake
District. There, an adventure awaited them — each day
would see them face new challenges, make new friends
and develop new skills. With the course founded in the key
principles of Rolls Royce, the week was all about young
people pushing themselves beyond their expectations,
achieving things that they never thought possible and
working together to meet new challenges.

Gabrielle Wood sets the scene for what was to be a real
adventure holiday:

“There were many other girls there; from schools across
the country that joined in the activities, as well as current
Rolls-Royce apprentices. One of the apprentices came
from Barnoldswick, and was very inspiring as she
discussed with us how much of an impression Rolls-Royce
has on the world. The five day course was jam packed full
of activities that helped us to develop different skills,
conquer some of our fears, and helped us to find out about
our strengths and weaknesses as individuals and as part of
a team. At the end, it felt like | had achieved something,
however | was definitely ready for my own bed!”

Elizabeth Goldsborough takes up the story:

“We arrived on the Monday, along with 4 other schools
from all over England. On arrival we were sorted into three
groups of ten and were unfamiliar with the people in our
group. In one of the Outward Bound Centre’s traditions,
and to get to know each other better, we jumped off a jetty
into Lake Ullswater. It was extremely cold, but great fun!
Some members of the group weren'’t as keen as others to
go in the water — so we encouraged each other to jump in,
which was a key part to us being a team”

Stephanie Ford and Candice McKane took to both the
rocks and water with ease as Steph explains:

“During the Outward Bound course we all had to work with
our teams to complete the challenges. Candice and | were
part of the Tenzing group, and we were given the challenge
to row across the lake, Ullswater. To do this we had to
listen to our captain and row in time with our side of the
boat. A competition quickly began between Portside and
Starboardside, with Candice and her pirate-captain voice
umpiring magnificently. Teamwork is very important all the
time, especially working harder than usual, and everyone
has to be able to contribute and listen well.”

Candice commented that “the course taught me how
powerful trust is and that it is a very important tool that
makes challenges easier to accomplish. Whilst | was rock
climbing, | had to trust my team 100% because they were
belaying my ropes and my life was in their hands! At first it
was difficult to have trust in people | barely knew, however
due to the nature of the course, my team built up trust very
quickly”

Apart from “night-walks”, “the tunnels”, “high ropes” and
more, one of the activities was the overnight expedition.
Carrying your own tent, your food, clothing, waterproofs,
everyone looked well prepared, if a little heavy-laden.

Freya Olsson remarked “After a day’s walking, we were all
cold, muddy and the wind didn’t exactly help. We returned
to camp and boiled some water to cook our tea. The food
wasn't great, but nobody really cared. We had worked
together to achieve what we set out to do. Our group was
from Bristol, Sunderland, Coventry and Yorkshire — we all
worked as a team and helped each other. With motivation
and perseverance we had reached the summit,”

On the final day each group gave a presentation to an
audience that included senior managers from Rolls Royce,
which was very well received. We all agreed that it had
been a great way to spend half-term and would
recommend it to next year’s Year 10!

Thank you Rolls Royce!!



SGHS raises money for the Haiti Appeal

Well done to everyone who helped raise £961 for the victims
of the Earthquake in Haiti. Students enjoyed the chance to
wear non uniform for a good cause on Friday 23" January
2010.

The student global team and the Year 13 French students
took the opportunity to raise awareness of what life is really
like in Haiti. Posters and a video on the plasma screen
provided students with key information. For example, did you
know that :

Wyilclef Jean is a famous singer who comes from Haiti?
Fewer than 75% of Haitian children attend school.

Haiti is one of the most densely populated countries in the
world.

Haiti is a French speaking country.
Global awareness is very important and the student global
team will be continuing to help us understand what is

happening in the world and why it is so important to us. So
watch this space....

Fantastic Year 8 shine in Mathematics Gathering!

In the week commencing the 1% February, 8FJ produced a
gathering with the aim of showing our students how they would
use maths in many different careers.

Various careers featured including a Doctor who couldn’t mix
his medicine because he couldn’t work out the quantities and a
racing driver who couldn’t win the race because he did not know
how much petrol to put in his car. A baker was able to produce
lovely brownies because she was able to calculate the
quantities required in her mixture.

Well done to all of 8FJ for planning and putting together a
fantastic gathering. It was extremely successful in
demonstrating how students will require maths in the future.

Visit to Stratford Grammar School for
Girls

Last Tuesday, three students accompanied by two
members of staff headed off to Stratford Grammar
School for Girls, to help and support them with their
move to vertical tutoring.

As soon as we arrived we were met by the Head Girl
Team and three students from Newport Grammar School
for Girls who took Hannah Compton (Year 12), Bethan
Williams (Year 12) and Lucy Colgrave (Year 11) off to
Bella Pizza and then back to one of the Stratford girls’
house for some DVDs and lots of chatting.

The next day, our students gave a presentation to the
whole school on their experiences of vertical tutoring and
then went round various tutor groups to answer any
guestions the Stratford students had. After refreshments,
our students faced their toughest challenge yet when
they were on a panel along with the Newport Girls and
the Head Girl team from Stratford to answer the
guestions of the Student Council which was made up of
over 50 students. Students were unsure how well the
vertical tutoring would work and our students did their
best to convince them that it was a positive move.

Our students did themselves proud; they were
professional throughout, spoke with real confidence (and
without notes!) and smiled continually.

Whilst we were at Stratford Grammar School for Girls,
we had the opportunity to look round the beautiful Manor
building which dates back to Shakespeare times. The
photo below shows the balcony which Shakespeare
supposedly got his inspiration for his play, Romeo and
Juliet. We were also able to visit the room where
Shakespeare proposed to Ann Hathaway.




Year Seven visit to Salts Mill- 2010

Year 7 students were able to experience art work at first
hand during their visit to one of the regions most important
art collections. The art department has organised a visit to
Salts Mill to view the work of David Hockney for several
years now, and this is always a wonderful opportunity to
support work undertaken in lessons on colour and mark
making.

We divided the year g;roup into two halves and visited the
gallery on Friday 22" January with Bronte and Curie and
then took Franklin and Johnson the following Friday, 29"
January. Our fears that the trip may have to be cancelled
due to the heavy snow fortunately did not materialise, and
we were able to walk through the park to catch the train in
relatively mild weather!

For some of the students it was their first visit to this
wonderful gallery and they were amazed by the size of the
mill and by the wealth of art work on show. They saw
paintings, drawings, prints and photomontages in the main
gallery and then went upstairs to look at the three large
models of Opera sets that are on show. Some of the
students had visited the gallery before with their primary
school and were sharing their knowledge on the history of
Saltaire and Sir Titus Salts with the rest of the group.

Their task was to make studies of the work in their sketch books
and produce two pages recording their visit with both drawn and
written observations. The gallery was soon filled with attentive
and responsive students, and we were delighted with their
approach to their task and particularly to the creative and
imaginative way they presented their work. Once again we were
complimented on their behaviour both in the gallery and on the
train! It is clear that this is a valuable and worthwhile visit when
you hear their comments and see their sketch books, and it will
also hopefully provide the inspiration for some exciting work in
the future!

We Can Fix-it

Year 9 Engineering students are engaged in designing the
most innovative Micro-Tool holders ever. Not only are they
making the micro-tool holder they are also making some of
the micro-tools to go inside it including expanding rulers,
pewter handled screw drivers and magnets on sticks.

This project is part of the GCSE Dual Award Engineering new
specification course started last September. The course has
now gone modular with two controlled assignments being
undertaken throughout the first and second years.

The client for this project is Toolbox Skipton. This is a DIY
supplier of tools and hardware based at the bottom of the
Skipton High Street. One of the Directors, Mr Kerwin-
Davies, has visited the school on two occasions offering
advice and constructive criticism which the engineering
students have taken on board and incorporated in their
modified designs.

It is amazing how many different designs have been
generated and modelled. The girls are now busy turning their
designs into real products.

Quoting one of the girls Harriet Marchesi, Harriet says ‘I
really enjoy coming to my engineering lessons. Having the
chance to design and make something that does not exist in
the form the client wants is exciting and has really made me
think.”

The finished products will be on display at the engineering
exhibition which takes place in the Judy Dench Studio during
July.
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